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peace of Europe. For example, Germany had no great de-
sire for the creation of an autonomous Albania. The Kaiser
did not think that the country was capable of governing
itself, and he thought it very doubtful whether any Euro-
pean prince could be found who could succeed in the diffi-
cult task.242 In spite of this, however, Germany consented
to support Austria's wishes (and also Italy's) for the crea-
tion of an autonomous Albania which should exclude Serbia
from access to the Adriatic. Similar clashes of interest
existed between France and her ally. France desired the
maintenance of the integrity of the Ottoman Empire, in
which she had large financial interests, and wanted the right
to construct railways in northern Asia Minor, which would
strengthen and develop Turkey. Russia opposed these
railways because they might aid Turkey to move troops
more easily to prevent the Russian advance south of the
Caucasus. An interesting example of this internal conflict
within each group is seen in the intrigues in regard to the
disposal of Kavala at the close of the Balkan Wars. Aus-
tria and Russia, for various reasons to be explained in the
next chapter, wanted to give Kavala to the Bulgarians;
their allies, Germany and France, instead of agreeing with
them respectively, were in favor of letting the Greeks keep
it. The Greeks kept it.
This internal friction, however, was more than counter-
balanced by the feeling in each group that it must do every-
thing possible to preserve unity and solidarity among its
members. Allies must stand together and support one an-
other's policies, consenting to policies which were unpalat-
able, or even consenting to acts which might involve dangers
to the peace of Europe. In this way Austria was often a
liability, rather than an asset, to Germany, as was also
Russia to France. Sometimes the dominant member ex-
erted successfully a restraining influence on her ally in favor
242 GP., XXXVI, 127-745, passim.

